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Luxury meets  
history on unique 

train journey 
Mansoor Ladha

For the Calgary Herald
 

“Sahib, would you like om-
elette for breakfast?” the 
steward on the Palace on 

Wheels asked me. “Are yaar (my 
friend), I eat omelettes in Canada 
all the time. I would like puri and 
shaak (Indian pancake with po-
tato curry)!”

“No problem, sir! I can make it 
in no time,” he said and vanished 
in the kitchen. In about 10 min-
utes, I was served a typical Indian 
breakfast of puri and shaak and 
treated royally.

Palace on Wheels, a unique and 
exclusive train originally used 
by the then ruling maharajahs, 
Indian princes, has been revived 
today for the sophisticated trav-
ellers who don’t mind spending 
money to be treated like royalty. 
Started as a joint venture between 
the government of India and 
one of the state government’s 
agencies, the Rajasthan Tourism 
Corporation, Palace on Wheels 
offers a first class, once-in-life-
time opportunity and experience, 
to pass through one of the most 
picturesque, historic and scenic 
areas of India.

Palace on Wheels comprises 14 
deluxe air-conditioned saloons, 
completely self-sufficient and 
tastefully equipped to impress 
modern travellers. Each com-
partment is equipped with hot 
and cold water, attached toilet, 
shower, intercom, wall-to-wall 
carpeting and soothing channel 
music while the passengers enjoy 
their sleep. It was first started 
from a vintage train used by the 
maharajahs, then the governor-
general of India and later by the 
officials of the British Raj. Today, 
it services tourists around the 
world willing to pay top dollar to 
enjoy breathtaking scenery and 
experience the comfortable life-
style of India’s royalty.

The eight-day journey starts 
from New Delhi, India’s capital 
city, and passes through some of 
the country’s unique landscapes 
and tourist attractions in the 
beautiful state of Rajasthan. In 
many respects, a trip on Palace 
of Wheels can be described as “a 
cruise on land,” as each morning 
the train stops at a different city 
and passengers are taken in luxu-
rious air-conditioned buses to 
tour the city’s tourist attractions 
after a sumptuous breakfast.

Two personal attendants or 
“khidmatgars” are attached to 
every compartment to prepare 
breakfast and attend to every wish 
and whim of passengers. Wearing 
colourful attire consisting of black 
jackets and red turbans, these at-
tendants or stewards are expected 
to be at the passengers’ beck and 
call. Our steward smilingly pre-
pared a typical Indian breakfast 
for me while other passengers 
were happy to start their day with 
cereal, fruits and toast. Other 
services include everything from 
cleaning the cabin to ensuring the 
passenger’s laundry is done and 
ready on time.

At each stopover, passengers 
are taken to the tourist attractions 
of the city and served lunch in the 
city’s best hotel, usually a former 
palace leased by a maharajah in 
a five-star restaurant chain. The 
bus returns to the rail station at 
around 5 p.m., allowing tired pas-
sengers to wash up and relax be-
fore dinner. Before dinner, there 
is time for cocktails in the train’s 
luxurious lounge or passengers 
can order drinks in their cosy pri-
vate sitting rooms, ideally located 
at the end of each compartment 
for smaller groups of friends.

Dinner is served in the train’s 
two dining rooms, appropriately 
called the Maharajah (the King) 

and the Maharani (the Queen). 
The five to six course meals, with 
complimentary wine on occa-
sions, is served by colourfully 
dressed waiters and consists 
of Indian, Rajasthani or North 
American cuisine. Special orders 
or prior requests are also taken 
to meet the passengers’ culinary 
demands. The on-site chef pre-
pares a variety of dishes during 
the eight-day journey, bearing in 
mind the foreign clientele and 

their tastes, hence making it palat-
able and delicious to non-Indian 
passengers.

No trip to India is complete 
without a visit to world famous 
Taj Mahal in Agra. Palace on 
Wheels stops in Agra to allow 
passengers to view Taj Mahal, a 
monument of love and one of the 
wonders of the world, to their 
heart’s content.

The train mainly passes through 
Rajasthan or the land of the Ra-

jputana, an arid desert whose 
inhabitants boast of a proud 
civilization and rich culture. The 
capital, Jaipur, is meticulously 
planned urban city with tree-lined 
avenues. Envisioned by the lo-
cal maharajah Jai Singh II in 1772, 
Jaipur is famous as a city of arti-
sans, craftsmen and merchants, 
whose wares are abundantly sold 
in the city’s stores and markets.

Jaipur is commonly called the 
Pink City as a law enforced by 

another maharajah established a 
tradition among its inhabitants to 
paint all dwellings in the city in 
pink colour. The nucleus of the 
Pink City is the sprawling City 
Palace, which covers one-seventh 
of Jaipur. 

One section of the palace is still 
the royal residence of the former 
maharajah while the other side 
has been converted into a mu-
seum of rare collection of ancient 
portraits, manuscripts, chande-
liers, a golden throne and price-
less miniature paintings in the 
Rajput style. When we visited the 
palace, a dance sequence for an 
Indian film was being shot.

After a hectic and busy tour of 
Jaipur, we were taken to the his-
toric Amber Fort, an 11-kilometre 
drive through meandering, nar-
row streets. At the foot of the fort, 
there is a battalion of elephants 
waiting with their attendants to 
take tourists on a delightful ride 
to the top of the fort. 

Jaipur offers a lot for tourists in 
terms of its historic sites, palaces 
and museums while for the ardent 
shoppers, the Pink City offers a 
variety of handicrafts, jewelry, 
textiles and its famous blue pot-
tery.

The Palace on Wheels next 
travels to Jaisalmer, located in the 
heart of the Thar Desert, which 
is fairly close to the Pakistani 
border. A common sight here was 
that of smiling and waving Indian 
soldiers going to the border in 
army trucks. The highlight of the 
visit is an exciting camel ride on 
the sand dunes, and watching the 
desert sunset while sipping tea 
and biscuits.

My favourite city on Palace on 
Wheels trip was Udaipur, or the 
Lake City, made famous by two 
of its most beautiful sites — the 
marble palaces of Jag Niwas and 
the Jag Mandir. 

A brief stop for lunch in the 
Lake Palace Hotel, beautifully 
constructed right in the middle 
of the lake, is a must for every 
tourist, thus ending an enriching 
experience through India’s most 
beautiful tourist attractions, on 
Palace on Wheels.

Mansoor Ladha is a Calgary-based 
journalist and author.

Experience India, maharajah style
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Palace on Wheels stops in Agra to allow passengers to visit the Taj Mahal, a must for all visitors to India.

After a day sightseeing, passengers enjoy delicious meals in the train’s two dining rooms. 

Lunch at the Lake Palace Hotel, in the middle of the lake in Udaipur, is a highlight.

Visit or contact a branch
near you!

1-877-SellOff (735-5633) South Trail Crossing Mall - 4307 -130th Ave. S.E. Unit 72
Real Canadian Superstore - 100 Country Village Rd., N.E
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LAS VEGAS PACKAGES

CALGARY - CANCUN,
MEXICO
OCT 29 - NOV 5, 2012 $275

+ $350 taxes (SWG)

SAN FRANCISCO,
CALIFORNIA
Sir Francis Drake ***

OCT 22, 2012
3 DAYS
AIR + HOTEL

$549
+ $171 taxes (WJV)

NORWEGIAN SKY
4 DAYS - BAHAMAS

NOV 5, 2012
Dep. from Miami
CRUISE ONLY

$189
+ $98 taxes (pp/dbl)

$299
+ $582 taxes (TS)

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
Flamingo Las Vegas ****

NOV 19, 2012
4 DAYS
AIR + HOTEL

$305
+ $133 taxes (ACV)

MAY 24, 2013
Dep. from Vancouver
AIR + CRUISE

$838
+ $256 taxes (Encore)

$425
+ $143 taxes (AC)

MAUI, HAWAII
Aston Maui Lu Resort **

NOV 25, 2012
7 DAYS
AIR + HOTEL

$816
+ $135 taxes (ACV)

NORWEGIAN SPIRIT
9 DAYS - Mediterranean - West

JAN 6, 2013
Dep. from Malaga
CRUISE ONLY

$549
+ $94 taxes (pp/dbl)

VACATION
PACKAGES FLIGHTS

USA
VACATIONS

LOS CABOS, MEXICO
Posada Real ***plus

JAN 17, 2013
5 DAYS
ALL INCLUSIVE

$759
+ $154 taxes (WJV)

VARADERO, CUBA
Playa De Oro ****

FEB 1, 2013
8 DAYS
ALL INCLUSIVE

$895
+ $291 taxes (SWG)

PUERTO VALLARTA, MEXICO
Plaza Pelicanos
Club ***plus

JAN 31, 2013
7 DAYS
ALL INCLUSIVE

$869
+ $358 taxes (SQV)

CRUISES

CALGARY - LONDON
(GATWICK), UK

NOV 28 - DEC 5, 2012

CALGARY - LAS VEGAS,
NEVADA
NOV 2 - NOV 6, 2012

RHAPSODY OF THE SEAS
7 DAYS - ALASKA

PRICE
DROP

GUARANTEE

SAVE
UP TO
30%

SAVe
UP TO

65%
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

SAVe
UP TO

30%
SAVe

UP TO

40%

L O W E S T P R I C E G U A R A N T E E D !

Prices are for new bookings only, one person based on double occupancy, not including taxes and fees. Travel on the dates listed. Prices quoted are
based on availability and are subject to change. Some destinations involve a connector flight. Free connectors are from select destinations. ®Air Canada

Vacations is a registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license by Touram Limited Partnership, 5925 Airport Road, Suite 700, Mississauga, ON.

LOS CABOS – Royal Solaris
Resort & Spa HHHu
November 3 – 7 Nights all inclusive

From $699 + $353 tax

MONTEGO BAY –
Sunset Jamaica Grande
Resort, Spa & Conference
Centre HHHu
November 6, 7, 14, 19-21, 27 & 28
7 Nights all inclusive

From $859 + $382 tax via Toronto.
Privileges included

LONDON & PARIS –
Tale of Two Cities HHH
November 1-30
7 Nights breakfast plan

From $899 + $560 tax
Ibis Earls Court 4 nights & Hotel Magenta Paris
3 nights. T-class.

VARADERO –
Barcelo Solymar HHHu
November 3, 17 & 24
7 Nights all inclusive

From $959 + $193 tax

IXTAPA –
Barcelo Ixtapa Beach HHHu
January 6 & 13 – 7 Nights all inclusive

From $1,139 + $338 tax

THAILAND EXPRESS –
Bangkok • Chiang Mai
• Phuket HHHu
Jan 14 – March 31 – 12 Days/10 Nights
13 meals included

From $2,599 + $525 tax
Book by October 31, 2012

Protect your vacation. Purchase AMA Travel Insurance.

AMATravel.ca
Call toll-free, 7 days a week,

1-888-799-1522

Book online

Getaway today!
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